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MUJA AB — REFURBISHMENT 

296. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier, to the Minister for Energy and to the former Minister for Energy washing their hands of 
decision making in the Muja AB project and implicating Verve Energy as the entity responsible for this colossal 
failure. 

(1) Will the Premier release all advice provided by Verve on this refurbishment project? 

(2) Will the Premier release all briefing notes to ministers on this project? 

(3) If no to (1) and (2), why not? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) Yesterday on three occasions I made it clear that the state government, the ministers and I as Premier 

accept ministerial responsibility and government responsibility for that. I repeated that today, as did the 
Minister for Energy. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: What’s the consequence? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Members opposite just redefine “ministerial responsibility” as they go. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Look in the mirror. That’s what you’ve done. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is what opposition members did this morning, because they did not take the time to 
read the Hansard of yesterday. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Yes, we did. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, they did not, because they forgot that we accepted ministerial responsibility three 
times in the space of about five minutes. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: What does that mean to you, Premier? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Nothing; you don’t mean anything to me. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We will deal with this matter as a government. As I said this morning, yes, it has been 
bungled. There have been mistakes made; there is no doubt about it. But this project still should produce a profit. 
The electricity produced is being sold to a private retailer—something the opposition championed yesterday—
and here is an example. It will be profitable and it will service the cost of the refurbishment, including the 
blowout in the cost. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Your assurances aren’t worth anything these days. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will give up then, if members do not want to hear me. 

The SPEAKER: Can the Premier just answer the question? I want to hear the Premier’s answer. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker — 

Mr M.P. Murray: Pick up your dummy before you start! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Forget it! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, we will deal with this issue. The major decision is whether units 1 and 2 are 
refurbished. We will get advice. We will probably even get some independent advice about that. But we will 
make that decision — 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Will you make it public? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, I am trying to — 
Mr M. McGowan: Will you release the advice? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, when we have completed this, we will prepare a full report on the project, 
and we will make that available to Parliament. 
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